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Genoa Township Citizen Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes – January 11, 2017 

  

 

Board Members Present: Art Reitz (President), Phil Gullatta, Larry 

King, Ullrich Mayeski, Belinda Reed (Secretary), Rick Stose, Frank 

Bateman, Kyle Heichel 

 

Board Members Absent:, James Randas, Sara Walsh, Jeff Martin 

(Vice President), Jim Lytle, Stephen Ciachhi 

 

Police Present: Deputy Chief Russ Ciballi 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Art Reitz.   

 

DC Ciballi is no longer the interim DC chief and is now the DC in full. 

 

Officer Mike Sigman joined the meeting with canine officer Ben and 

introduced Ben to the committee.  Ben is a Belgian Malinois, 2 years old 

and is trained in narcotics and tracking.  Ben located the male in the 

Delaware County murder-suicide at Alum Creek.  He should be able to 

work until about age 10, unlike German Shepherds which have 

numerous health issues and a shorter life span.  His cost was $15,000 

but paid for entirely through donations.  He is very people friendly and 

has been to numerous block parties, school visits, and special events 

like the Halloween open house.   

 

Old Business: 

 

 The minutes from the November meeting were distributed.  A 

motion to approve the minutes was made by Phil Gullatta, Larry 

King seconded, and the minutes were unanimously approved.  

Belinda Reed will submit the minutes to the township 

administrator.  

 Lt. Thompson’s retirement took place and was held at the 

Township hall with catering provided by Phil Gullata.   

 We submitted the materials for the Governor’s Ohio Collaborative 

Initiative (policies for hiring, community relations, and use of 
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force).  The requirements are very similar to those of CALEA 

which helped with our application.  An on-site inspection will 

occur as part of the process.   

 The CPAC meetings for 2017 have been set and dates announced 

previously by Belinda.  They follow the same schedule, 2nd 

Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. 

 

 

Chief Updates: 

 

 DC Ciballi gave the updates on behalf of Chief Gammill who had 

another commitment.   

 A citizen’s police academy will take place in March and has been 

announced including on the township website and social media 

feeds. 

 Four promotional positions opened up, two lieutenants and two 

sergeants.  Sgt. McMillan, a 15 year veteran and member of the 

Delaware Tactical Unit as sniper, and Sgt. Rich Lyon, an 11 year 

veteran, were promoted to Lt., with Sgt. Lyon as the 

administrative Lt.  Officer Jim Denman, a 10 year veteran and 2nd 

shift drug task force member, and Officer Shawn Combs, a six 

year veteran and law enforcement instructor at Columbus Tech, 

were both promoted to Sergeant.  Sgt. Denmon was also 

instrumental in rejuvenating the township block watch program. 

 The township is participating with Next Door, an online social 

network version of the block watch program.  It is a national 

program, with information available on their website, 

nextdoor.com.  Currently over 2,000 residents of Genoa are 

participating and Sgt. Denmon will be the lead to help grow that 

in the township. 

 Constant Contact will be used for the department’s crime email 

program. You can upload/attach photographs which will be very 

helpful when trying to locate a suspect or lost person. 

 Hiring continues to be a challenge.  We have two candidates going 

through background check and if that is cleared, they will go onto 

the psychological evaluation.  Officer Jim Day, a part-time officer 

will move to full-time.  He is a 30 year veteran of Columbus Police 
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and Chief Gammill will present him at the January 19 trustee 

meeting. 

 We have had two large cases, including the murder-suicide at 

Alum Creek.  A U-Haul traffic stop turned out to be a large 

identity theft case with thousands of documents from medical and 

dental clinics and will become a RICO case.  We also had the 

holiday light theft which was solved. 

 

 

New Business: 

 

 Art Reitz attended the January 5 trustee meeting and reported on 

several items that impact the police and CPAC members.  The 

proceedings of all trustee meetings are public and available on the 

township website as audio.  Art encouraged the CPAC members to 

listen to the January 5 meeting audio recording, as well as attend 

the upcoming trustees meeting on January 19. 

 A trustee put forth a proposal to compensate committee members 

for attending meetings, which would include the CPAC members 

and our six annual meetings, along with the Parks Committee, 

Zoning Committee, etc.  Frank Bateman made a motion to decline 

any compensation and to affirm that we all serve as volunteers, 

wishing to perform a community service for the township and our 

police department.  Rick Stose seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed unanimously without further discussion.  We will advise 

the township of our response. 

 There was discussion at the trustees meeting to publicly post the 

personal email addresses and telephone numbers of all committee 

members on the township website.  There was considerable 

concern and discussion that we would be open to hacking, spam, 

and online “trolls” by publicly listing personal email addresses and 

telephone numbers.  Township employees are not required to 

publicly post their personal information in this manner.  We 

believe if a resident needs to contact us, they should go through 

the township first. Larry King made a motion to decline to provide 

personal email addresses or phone numbers for publication.  Rick 

Stose seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  We 

will advise the township of our response. 
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 Everyone is encouraged to attend the trustee meeting on January 

19 and participate. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  

 

The next CPAC meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 8, 

2017, at 7:00 p.m. in the Firehouse training room. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Belinda Reed, Secretary 

Genoa Township Citizen Police Advisory Committee 
 


